
ARMY OFFICERS SOLVING
LOST LUGGAGE PUZZLE
Three Great Piers at Hoboken Overflowing With Soldiers'
Belongings That Were Dropped Somewhere in France-St- aff

of Nearly 500 Sorting Property and Seeking Owners
OT on tho busiest days of sail

N ings from tho formor North
Gorman Lloyd and Ham

steamship lino plenr
In Hoboken was over seen so much
tctlvlty as Is now tho caso on these
piers every day of tho week. Three
of them. 1 2 and 3, aro given up to

the vast accumulation of lost luggage
cf tho members of tho American Expe-

ditionary Force. It belongs to Indi-

viduals of every official degree and
as dropped somewhere In France.

It has been returned to this country
to find owners. Unmarked In ray
cues, unlnscrlbed In almost all cases
mid unbilled in every Instance, the
lost luggage department of tho army
has a staggering problem to solve.

But it docs solve a great number
of these puzzles. From 1,600 to 2,000
pieces ore traced to their owners every
day and started homeward at Gov-
ernment expense. Just as many, how-vc- r,

are- - turned over. Investigated In
vain for clue to ownership and plied
up on crates to wait for additional In-

formation.
Lieut-Co- l. R. It. Pickering is in

charge of this lost luggage puzzle,
with Capt. P. E. Walker as his asslst-n- U

His offlco is on Pier 2, Hoboken,
intl adjoins a great room full of
clerks, stenographers, typewriters and
ether assistants, a large assemblage of
civilian workers. There are In tho de-
partment 110 civilians, G3 unlisted
men and 26 officers. Numerous as
sre the members of this unit they need
rtenforcement and probably will get
it. The work In many of Its sub-
divisions Is slow, difficult and subject
to continual Interruptions. Unless a
piece of luggage under discussion is
put clear through a straight course of
search for an owner it Is apt to fall
back Into the unexamined lot and all
the work on It has to bo done over.

Three Pier Not Ennnich.
Like the working force, so will tho

epace now devoted to lost luggage have
to be Increased. Three piers with the
bulkheads between them now In use
lire not sufficient for space to stow
away temporarily tho baggage that is
being increased dally by shipments
from Franco. This lost baggago ar-
rives at all Atlantic ports, a fact
which considerably increases the ty

of tracing owners, for all of
this baggage must be brought to Ho-
boken and spread out on these piers.
Jlecently a big quantity was unloaded
at .Newport News; It had to bo ro- -
shlpped.

There lay on the Government docks
at Hoboken September IS approxi-
mately 150.000 pieces of baggage made
up of 20,000 trunk lockers, 15,000 bed
rolls, .',000 suit cases and 110,000 bar-
rack bags which have been brought
overseas and He unclaimed by owners.
On many of them there Is no trace of
ownetshlp, many have names without
addresses and many show addresses
but not names. '

The lost luggage department has
adopted a good system and it may
succeed in finding owners for two-thir- ds

of this lost luggage. As the
bags and trunks come off a ship they
fro each given a number and assigned
to a tectlon on the pier. Then a descrip-
tion of each piece Is carefully recorded,
together with the name of the owner
if one happens to be attached. If an

ddress is found also, effort is made to
communicate with tho supposed
owner. In many cases owners of bag-
gago no longer reside at the places
shown on the baggage, so a new ship-
ping direction is required. In some
instances the namo will appear on a
trunk or bag or suit case as "Captain
John Smith, Now York" or "Lieuten-
ant John Don, Chicago." One can
lastly understand that such an Incom-
plete address is more confusing than
helpful.

After this preliminary inspection
and record haB been made tho bags
una trunks aro turned over to assist-
ants to open and try to find some clue
to who may own each piece. A card
containing whatever Information has
been gleaned in any way and from
whatever source is mado and carefully
Hied. Sometimes enough information
is obtained thus to enable a clerk to
write to a probablo owner.

ClnirannU Give Descriptions.
When a claim is made for lost bag-

gage the claimant Is risked for a
minute description, which is in turn
recorded on a card of a differ, tit
color. When the two cards

the trunk, bag or box as the
case may bo Is quickly found nnd
inippcd by the Government by express
to its owner's addresn.

The greatest desire is to get the
recovered luggage to its proper
destination us soon as possible. He
needs tho room, and the purposo'of tho
new army branch is to bring owner
nnd lost goods together with as little
Way as may be. He asks that all
rersons who have lost baggago nnd

ho live In tho neighborhood of
Hoboken should Inquire In person.
The persons who live too far away
to bo ablo to visit tho pier In
Person arc requested to write direct
to the Lost Luggage Branch. Pier 2,

N. j and give a complete
and accurate description of the bng--

they are seeking to recover.
'Pun receipt of letteni of this

a search Is mado of the filed
fards for one which will tally and when

e lost Is found it Is sent forward
Government expense.

A trip around the three piers now
''ng devoted to this service on an
uto truck occupies considerable time

proves to bo tho best way of
Earning what detail Is Involved In
W1 task. Tho rido Itself covers
"vral miles and In each division of
'Her something new is to be seen.rn "ie long pier (1) where tho

wt liners used to tako on board
Hsstngcrs and whero all "sorts of
articles du voyage" wero sold on

tailing days, where also mountains of
ligirag destined for stateroom uso
" piled up, now aro to bo soon

fountains of overaUs and burrack
Jg, The former wero discarded

iL bflnK wovn on th voyaw hosie
X tolaicrs to keep their uniforms

clean and are not to be considered as
part of tho lost luggtigo, but the rolls
and barrack bags fall within this
definition. They belonged to tho first
coldlcrs sent over and wero taken
from tho men 6n their arrival In
Trance as being superfluous baggage.

Pathetic Trinket In the Bnita.
In those rolls were many things

that tho young soldiers Judged to be
necessary for their comfort but which
their superior officers marked at once
"overweight." Rather pathetic are
some of tho things that still remain
in these bags, souvenirs of home, pic-
tures and little articles that wife and
mother packed in them so that their

these laborers work' over them nnd

Doys could call back home scenes. A
coffee making outfit, a rubber bathtub.

OFFICERS' TRUNKS
The HUWDF&E.D

a aword (the family sword descended
from somo military ancestor) are a
few of the articles that figured among
tho rejected impedimenta and which
were left In somo French storehouse
to bo called for.

All unmarked baggage Is picked
over carefully to find Government
property, which is sent at once lo an-
other pier, and the remainder put back
In bag or trunk as carefully as pos-

sible under circumstances which do
not lend to care. Gangs of "pickers"
nrc at work- on this process of selec-
tion under tho eye of an officer, and
theso men reaemblo in tho dust and
dirt that have naturally accumulated
tho famous chiffoniers of Paris.

There's Lingerie, Too.
Tho strangest things aro found in

this search, things that nobody would
imagine a soldier would burden him-
self wlth. Ostrich feathers, women's
hats, boxes of hairpins, powder, rouge
and many things unmentionable. It
Is not possible to bo sure that theso
singular articles to bo found In a
soldier's baggage started with him
from this side, and it Is very likely
that many of them wero picked up in
Franco with tho idea that the wife
or the. sweetheart would find them
useful when their soldiers brought
them back to America.

Every musical Instrument except a
piano has b?en found and always with-
out a mark of Identification. Dozens
of drums of all kinds and sizes, violins,
flutes, cornets are plied up in the sec-

tions of the piers that can be locked
away from the light fingered gentry
who somehow get in liero to lift a
trifle now and then. Then the swords
golf sticks, golf bajs fully equipped
for a game on tha links of Europe,
collapsible bathtubs, blankets and
comfortables are hero almost without
number. In fact, there is no nrtlcle
farthest removed from a necessity of
war that has not turned up to await
its owner. A gun darrlago weighing
several tons figures among tho Strang',
tilings that havo been returned as lost

as conditions havo
the paBt five years

among destitute Jews of
eastern Europe, they havo never be-

fore been so appalling as they aro at
the present moment. With the com-

ing of the wlntor, the climax of
tragedy has been icached, according
to tho latest reports from American

Jewish relief workers in every part of

these stricken countries.
To sum up the situation of these

starving Jews sounds like a summary
of all human woo. Six million Jews
out of the 18,000,000 In the world( or
considerably more than a third of the
entire Jewish raco, aro to-d- stand-
ing In bread lines or getting the soup
on which they live from tho soup
kitchens of tho Joint Distribution
Committee of Amorican Funds for
Jewish War Sufferers!

Thousands of them are sick, hun-

dreds of thousands aro without homes,
all nro destitute. A hundred thou-

sand Jewish orphans, many of whom
aro sleeping and living on tho streets,
look forward with tprror to the torn-In- s

of the winter, 1t Is impossible

8 THE SUNt S.UNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1919.

baggage. A complete machine gun of
German origin Is its companion piece.

As was expected, a jreat deal of this
baggage Is utterly worthless, but much
ol It also has real valuo and this part
"xlsting in small compass ought not to
have been abandoned. Silk under-
garments, suit after suit of them, are
In the latter list, also watches, among
which Is a valuable woman's watch in
platinum, nnd Jowclry of all kinds. T

perennial subject for tho comic 0 VX?papers beforo tho days of the lndo- - X? 5k
structiblo trunk would rcem havo SJ,' TW?-
come back Its own again Europo U'Sduring tho war, for surely never N ,f S
tho history of travel did baggago suf- - W&! Ys

m HmW IBll lliarf 'iliy"f mr?S?v-- ' BJKt mo piers, cacn article course nav- -

B f-r- A ing Its storage place recorded.aW aaMA inr nil done cot thr.ip dam.

of Uig

fer as this soldier stuff has. Suit
cases crushed out of all semblance

themselves or tliuir Kind, lockers
of metal squeezed practically flat are
seen In the meleo by thousands. So
great Is the damage these boxes
nnd lags that forco of coopers has
iMien employed to try to restore them

degree of usefulness. They do
what they can to make locked
trunk resemble Itself beforo with-
stood tho clash of war, but most
cases they are obliged to crate them
before would be possible to ship.
As soon as the mended boxes nnd
tho crated trunks are ready they aro
removed from tho bulkheads whero

compute tho number of mothers
who have gone Insane us they watched
their children starve, tho number
of typhus patients who are praying
for death, as they He sick, without
hospitals medicines or sufficient
food.

Weakened by

Ono year more of has
weakened theso

Jews that they will not be able to
endure tho rigors of the winter even
an well as they did last year, when
thousands of them died from cold and
hunger. Tho number of refugees has
been greatly Increased also by the
Ilolsheylkl lighting and Innumerable
homes have been destroyed within the
last 12 months.

Hundreds of thousands of Jews aro
living y in opon fields or on

platforms, 15 families to plat-
form, In broken houses. In stalls of old
stables In holes In the ground.
They are clad, for the most part, In
the rags they have worn for the past
flvo years, with strips of cloth bound
to their feet, bits of bark tied to
their soles to serve shoca.

There nra thousands of children In
tha number who at 10 yors of
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WINTER INCREASES WOE OF 6,-000,00- STARVING JEWS
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ago aro not larger than babies of a
few months. They cannot walk 'or
even stand because of weakness In-

duced by starvation.
Dr. Nathan Krass, rabbi of the

Central Synagogue, Lexington avenuo
and Fifty-fift- h street, New York,
who has Just returned from several
months of relief work In eastern
Europe, confirmed the report that ex-
istence through thu winter was Im-

possible for hundreds of thousands of
Jbws, men, women and children, with-
out immedlato aid.

"Only the promptest action "on the
part of the peoplo of the United States
can save them from freezing to death
and from starvation during the com-
ing winter," ho said. "If those unfor-
tunate men, women nnd children aro
to be kept allvo scores of additional
scup kitchens mint bo opened, nnd
large shipments of shoes and clothing
and bedding tnust be sent to Europe
Immediately."

VU.000,000 Miinthlr Sot IJnoimh.
Although more than $2,000,000 Is

now being spent evory month In east-
ern Europo by tho Joint Distribution
Committee from sums donated In tin
United States tn the American Jew-
ish lUllcf CencdtUe ami other

lcar Jewish relief agencies, this sum
Is not nearly Hulllclent for the needs
of 6,000,000 destltuto persons, thou-
sands of them sick. This sum makes
poshlble the expenditure of a dollar
a month ns tho entire outlay for every
threo penniless persons. Obviously
thlH Is not enough, to support life in
them.

The chief thing that tho relief
workers have been able to do thus
fnr has been to concern themselves
with the Immediate need for food of
these starving people, the daily cup
of soup for tho elders, the mug of
milk for the hungry children. Even
then they have been compelled by
lack of funds to sco thousnnds turned
away unfed. Tho coming of winter
will compel them to go Into tho prob-
lem more deeply. Scores of orphan-nge- s

must bo opened nnd hundreds of
private homes to take In the little
Jewish orphans, who will otherwise
bo left on the street all winter.

"It wa no uncommon thing for a
child to he found dead on the streets,"
Miss Rosn Klombers, a, relief worker
rocently back frmn Falestlno, reported
upon her return,

"In Constantinople you could not
Btep outside the doors of even the best
tUAlre m-.-d hotels without almost

! stepping upon the children lying them,
trylng to sleep, huddled together for
wnrmth," Miss Hetty Goldman, an
other relief worker, said.

T phtiN l.plileinlc In lliitflnir.
Hospitals must be opened In largo

numbers. An epidemic of typhus, a
dlsnsu which is caused by tilth and
which is Inevitable among n peoplo
who havo had to wear tho sumo
clothing fnr years. Is raging In eastern
Europo und further East. Ily the Red
Cross computation there 'aro 100,000
cases of this dread malady In Siberia
alone. Thero is a great lack of all
sorts of medical supplies In tho hos-

pitals, as well as of linen nnd of bed-
ding. Even in the operating rooms
bandages mado by piecing together
hundreds of scraps of cloth aro used.
The linen In eastern Europe has nil
Iwen used up.

Shelter for tho winter must bo found
for such Jews as nro now living In
houses entirely open to the elements,
or hi fields, or in holos dug In tho
ground, This Includes tho gmvter'pnrt
of the population In hundreds of towns
In Poland nnd Lithuania. Jacob 111111-ko-

one of the best known Jewish ro-- Jl

workers of tho United States, tells
oJu Add Just outside of Wllna, In

GIRL SCOUTS '

SEEK RECRUITS
National Campaign

25 in"
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HE way to do it, girls, Is to start
in your own block. Nobody
will object. Not even mother,

who may want you to help amuse the
baby or give her a hand at the dishes
or go to the grocery after something
she has forgot to lay In for the dinner
menu; or sho may want you to prac
tise half an hour on tho piano or to
do your lessons btfore. dark, because
you, annoy father and Interrupt his
train of thought after dinner, when
(yc,u will persist lri sitting, aroundwlth
your books, uskiuk qucauuna any
sharpening your pencil on .the mahog-
any table and turning" up the rug with
your toes, nagging to go to the movies
and dirking your ,chalr Instead of
lifting it and well, lots of little things
like that.

Count tho. girls in your block of
'aliout your own ago. II makes no dif-

ference if theso girls are a social strata
abovo or below you, If they are
your playmates or your school-
mates or go to tho .samo' church.
It makes no difference, if the father of
due of them mends all tho shoes In tho
block or another father sells your
mother cold storage eggs at fresh egg
prices, or her mother has' to pinch
dreadfully to eke out three meals a day
or makes her daughter's dresses out of
dli carded shirt tails'.

The Thlnu to Do Is to Start.
The thing is to get together. Get

together and form a Girl Scout patrol.
Yoii don't need anything but the urge
to start with. Then write to head-iucrtcr- s,

189 Lexington avenue, Man-
hattan, and get a handbook. Eight
girls make a patrol; sixteen girls
make a troop, though it there should
be thirty-tw- o girls near an ago In a
block who want to belong to a troop
they may be included and will make a
brave showing. A little study of the
handbook will tell you what to do first.

But before this meet and talk It over
and declda which girl In the block
ver 21 years of ago of good character

and cheerful personality, and in-

clined to out of doors, and the.onc you
aro nil ngroed that you like the best of
all the grownups; then call upon her
In a body and ask her to be your cap
tain. Give lur the handbook to read
so she may find out th. first things
you must do to quilify , n tender-
foot. If she comes a croppjr that Is,
if she doesn't get It quite straight in
her mind, us, for Instance, how to tie
four of the following knots: reef, sheot'l
bend, clove hitch, lmwllne fisherman's
and sheen shank, she mav ro down to
lia&dmiRrtftrN lierflnlf nnr! lenrn.
There are quite' a- - few classes for

Members
Funds Starts October Troop
Every City Block Aim Leaders

trainlng captains In operation now, and served lunches to and helped to
and certainly If you choose a girl to I entertain the soldiers; did replace-'''- "

lie your captain she will appreciate the'.ment work; helped to raise the Liberty'"1
honor enough to try to fln3 out how to
be a good captain. To bo a terider'-fo- ot

you must know how to tie thH
aforementioned knots, to be able to
tell tho name of the Governor rf the

have

stove

scout

klts1--

Mayor city. the

to Then slmpuest
Scout promise;

help
the

the
the and the world

is a
the time!'. what

captain tha power
them the have difficulty choosing,

the power y or
Scout from promise rnd lo
draw her badges and discharge
though a fcout considers herself
unjustly treated appeal tho
local The captain chooses her
lieutenant to work with her.' and
lieutenant bo over years,
but the pntrol leader, girls, is your own
choice. Sho holds her offlco for six
months or a year; she stands next
the captain and lieutenant, and

their

the
is her

All About
LTHOL'GH Canada Is tho greatA' and of as- -

bestos, that Is

yearly coming wider is
of tho

States. Thero are deposits
Virginia a.fow miles

Washington, and many of de- - j

posits worked
n Despite this, how-ove- r,

the American industries
asbestos Canadian

mines or the Canadian quarries
their supply.

Asbestos Is curious tmbstance that
been for many centuries.

of peoples ancient times
it, It wa sometlmes wrought

jr.to flexible which was
used ns a shroud the dead, Thero

many varieties, a num-
ber of common and descriptive
havo been applied to these varieties,
Ligniform asbestos, popularly called
"mountain wood," variety pre- -

Poland, came upon a
refugees, nil with

typhus, without what-
ever, with a soup mado grass
water ns only food.

Is no corner Poland, Lithu-
ania, Rumania, Czecho-Hlovakl- n or

remote tho Joint
distribution committee American

for JewlHh War Sufferer!
penetrated it with some sup-

plies for the uufortunato populace,
either Jews or Gentiles or both.
relief train forty-fou- r cars recently
carried food old clothing

to number of towns Siberia.
Eight motor trucks laden with
crackers nnd condensed milk even now

following upon tho nail
Holshnvlkl IVlund ns they retreat

order uvo the people left
alive from by starvation. All
this work must be continued.

every one tho United
Statea has tho Westward Ho

for and '

the girls, who works with them, leaehAs
them, leads them. And may bo the

Scout In the 8he is
chosen by tho girls themselves because
they llko and trust her are willing
to her. A patrol Is entitled to
three other officers a corporal who Is" '
appointed by the patrol leader, and u
secretary and patrol nurse selected by
the patrol. The, secretary must keep a
record what Is done at the meetings'
and receive and answer letters. The",
duty of the patrol nurse is take.
care apy accidents tq tho girls dur-
ing hike or a picnic, and Bho must
havo a first aid

fairly launched, your"
block patrol or troop must have had-on- e

month's servlco you are. -

ready for investiture as a second class
Scout. Having arrived at this

point you will to learn lots of
You must havo a draw- -

lng of, or cut out and made In clotl,
or on the Hag of the United tStates; know how to cook one simple
dish, lay n, lire in or light a fir'""4
in the open with two matches; make"
n bed properly and know how to make-- ,

ah Invalid's bed; your owp
measurements'; must know the eight
points of the compass, what do fn
caso of lire, know tho remedy for
poison Ivy and what to do to prevent.
frostbite, how to work a buttonhole
or knit or crochet, sew a seam and
hem garment; must know Morsu
alphabet or semaphore alphabet and
must know health habits. t

to Win the linulrt. rr.
Having attained tho distinction a

second Scout, the road is open'"o
all sorts of fun interlarded with us-'- ''

ful, helpful knowledge. At this periods- -

a may. begin trying for pro- - --

llclency or merit badges. There are
thirty-si- x them in and after
girl has become a first class Hcout she--.

strive for the golden eaglet. thV
highest honor ol all. This is prat"
eminently a honor and dls
Unction because a Scout to be 'a
good all round, efficient 3cout, nnd
must have at least fourteen meilt
badges to her- - credit before she be-- "
comes tho happy owner of a golden '1'

A ndmber of first clani Scouts
won the golden eaglet during the War
fcr splendid work they had don1"

it qualifying for all sorts work
Some them ostablifhi-- J toup kitchens'""
nnd r.in them themselves; thOTi-'- "

sands and thousands of bandages
the Hod Cross; caio of babies';- -'

served In hospitals; nursed and
first nid; served as telephone aod tele-
graph nnd hospital staff messtngcrfc; J
drove motor cars; rode bicycles in
performance of duties; packed

loan, ami now mey are in m"
Americanization programme. f"''

And Just all girls may be"

fcrence what their nationality, their

rchool. A national campaign
membership, nnsociate members
funds be lnlinched October 25 ta
November l; Manhattan's quota is t
be 100,000 members, as many capr
tains and lenders an you can Interen)
and $100,000 to enlarge and expand
the organization, Increase the faclU.
ties for entertnlnlng more troops nf
headquarters and creating more camps-
where all Scouts may go fnr three.

Asbestos
sentliiK Irregular filamentous
structure like woo'. Other varieties
aro popularly called rock cork, moun- -

iiftx.
AsliMstot; In modern times has como

to bo very extensively manufactured
Into incombustible cloth, gloves,
paper and articles of common us.

Is much used as a covering tn
boilers and pipes, In the manu-

facture gas stoves, and. mixed with,,
metallic pigment, it is employed ns
a paint for wooden stnictuiet. roofs,
partitions and tho like to render theni
fireproof or

It is found in most partH of the
world, chiefly in connection with ser
pontine. Scientifically It is dcccrlbed
us a highly useful mineral, a fibrous
variety of sevcrnl members of vh'e

hornblende family, composed of
filaments, with a silky lustre

fibers somotlmes being delicate,
llexlble and elastic and at other timet
stiff nnd bilttle.

which carried American Jq.;h re-

lief supplies worth more than 1.2.i0.-00-

to Poland this summer, where tiiej
worn distributed without regard fcl
croed to .Iowh and Gentllert. '

The Carol, p. which curried a rather
smaller cargo, Is known to the pulilU
also, liut perhaps the average Amer.
lean does not know thAt ships
larly sail for eastern with
supplies for these newly Orel'"
as the amount being spent in this w.u
is at present, It mu.t be tie ire than
trebled If It Is to Ff.ve the lies of
these people.

A crisis Is n thing that mui
met promptly, if at .ill. Only
ate shipments of lood and elothliif
and ilon.it Ions of money fm
further aM can prevent the

of tho Jewish m
Europo this winter. Surely the people
of the Pnltcd States will not permit a- -

I people to wipeu out tor isok or tint
aid they can so easily give, v

State and the of your tr religion, politics of their elders,
know the of the flag and liow . Every girl who becomes a Scout does

tly It. you are ready to make ' so voluntarily, and the thins ,
thj' to do is to start a patrol in your own

To do my duty to Ood and lo my community right in your own city
country. Mock, then first thing you will be In the

To other people at all time". organization, enjoying it.i
To obey laws of the Scouts. privileges and pleasures and making

you learn salute and the place for yourself In your community
secret sign of Scouts Scout and .In at large. You will
motto, which "Uo Prepared." learn to do such wide variety of

things well that when comesThe C Anthorltr. to maki! a of you wouli
The has to enroll ' rather Co the rest of your life yon wi'-Heo-

and to recommend to no In
local committee for Ixidgus and medal. Start your patrol in your block rlght'
Sho ulso has to releaso a now after

her with
her,

who
may to

council.
the

must 18

to
takes

kit.'

Hotv

shr--

took

either place In absence. The weeks in summer and have the alvan-patr-

leader calls tha roll, keeps n rec- - in,a of Intensive training I" swim--or- d

of attendance and a record of dues; ming, rowing, tenting, hiking nnd
sho is responsible for leaving the club sorts of outdoor activities
room In perfect order. It is patrol Aro you with us? Or would j'tnf
loader who the real confidante o; ' "nit son than be one"?
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